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January 27, 2009 

Editor: Bryan Tastad

 

Call to Order 
President Kim Horan called the meeting to order in the South Dining 

Room. We made laughable attempts at singing O Canada and Rotary 

Grace without accompaniment. Kim thanked Lorne Richardson and 

Jack Shiffman for working at the desk and Kent Creelman for selling 

Rotary dollars.     

 

Visitors 
Greeter Helmut Hamp welcomed: 

 Kevin Binaux, Rotary Exchange Student from France; 

 Betty Ann Arscott.   

 

Program – Club Assembly 
President Kim organized a delightful 

potpourri of activities for our enjoyment and 

edification.  

 

Paul Harris Fellows 

First off, he honored our newest Paul Harris 

Fellows: Larry Neely, Jack Shiffman and 

David Kaplan. Congratulations gentlemen! 

 

Kevin Binaux 

Rotary Exchange Student Kevin Binaux from 

France gave a brief update on his activities. 

Kevin is being hosted by the Meewasin Club, 

but he still tries to make contact with the 

other clubs in the city. He attends Walter 

Murray Collegiate and enjoyed travelling to 

Fernie for skiing over the Christmas break. 

This weekend he will go to Portage la Prairie 

where he will meet the 20 or so other 

exchange students in District 5550. In March 

he will travel with his choir to San Francisco. 

When he returns to France, he will enter 

university – likely in human resources. Some 

of the things Kevin hopes to do during his 

last five months in Saskatoon are: attend a real hockey game, go snowmobiling, 
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and go cross country skiing. If you can help with any of these ambitions, or just 

want to get together with Kevin, please contact him at his host family – Al and 

Myrna Muir of the Meewasin Club.   

 

District Governor Nominee 

Kim reported that Eva Vida of the Rotary Club of Winnipeg has been nominated 

as the District Governor for 2011-12. Any objections to her nomination must be 

filed within two weeks. 

 

Dragon Boat Festival 

Darren Williams reported on plans for this year’s Dragon Boat Festival, to be 

held on July 24-25, 2009. Mark your calendars for those days, as there will be 

jobs for all Rotarians! Major sponsor Sask Power, plus media sponsors, are all in 

place. The success of the event depends to a great degree on the number of teams that enter. Please help 

by encouraging businesses and organizations to sponsor teams. Darren has the registration forms. 

Information can also be found through the club web site. 

 

New Web Site 

Kim reported that our cloub web site has been revamped. Please visit the site and email your comments 

and suggestions to Kim. 

 

Announcements 
 Dorothy Hudson – Dorothy will be going to Guatemala in February to work with the Ripple Effect 

Project, which was started by the Rotary Club of Winnipeg. Follow this link to get more information: 

http://www.clubrunner.ca/dprg/dxprogramhome/_programhome.aspx?did=5550&pageid=11041. 

Dorothy also has registered with Facebook and will be posting pictures from her trip there. Please be 

her friend! 

 

 Bryan Tastad – Please note that the meeting of Tuesday, February 10 will be held at a different 

location. We will be meeting in the 22
nd

 floor dining room of Luther Tower at 1223 Temperance Street. 

This room offers unparalleled views of the city. 

 

 Bill Sinnett – Co-op and Safeway cards are available for purchase.  

 

 Kim Horan – Meals on Wheels Drivers are needed for February and March. 

 

 Eileen Harvey – Small cards containing information about our club have been printed. Each month’s 

program manager is asked to send a card, along with a thank you note, to our speakers. If appropriate, 

speakers may be asked to consider membership. 

 

 Philip Asea – Philip asked us to make special efforts to bring out prospective members during 

February.  

 

 Bill Christensen – The President’s Dinner will be held at the Park Town on the evening of Tuesday, 

June 30. 

 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Sergeant Philip Asea exacted a few general fines, then turned it over to happy and sad dollars, which 

included donations from Joe Dierker who is leaving for a month, Larry Neely for his Paul Harris 

Fellowship, Helmut Hamp for winning three awards, Dorothy Hudson for her upcoming work with the 
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Kevin Binaux of France is being hosted by the Rotary Club of Saskatoon 

Meewasin. Kevin’s counselor is Robert Fisher and he currently is staying at the 

home of Al and Myrna Muir. He attends Walter Murray Collegiate. 

Lisa Tomschiczek of Germany is jointly hosted by Saskatoon’s Rotary Clubs. 

Lisa’s counselor is Joanne Harpauer-Dignean (Saskatoon North) and her 

current host family is Darren and Judy Williams. She attends Marion Graham 

Collegiate. Email: l.tomschiczek@yahoo.de  

 

Ripple Effect in Guatemala, Tim Sandell for progress on polio, Jack Shiffman because he is not in Florida, 

and Eileen Harvey for a visit with her son and his family in Ottawa. 

 

Draw 
50/50 draw – Winston Gokavi - Pot $26 

Program Calendar February 2009                                  Theme: World Understanding 

Program Chair: Bryan Tastad                         

Date 
Attendance 

Desk 
Greeter 

Rotana 
Editor 

Sgt-at-Arms Speaker/Topic Intro Club Thanks 

Feb. 3  Boris Kishchuk 
Bryan 
Tastad 

Tim Sandell 
Jim Weber 

ShelterBoxes 
Bryan Tastad Bill Christensen 

Feb. 4 Meals on Wheels Driver –Lorne Richardson 

Feb. 5 Meals on Wheels Driver – Harold Haid 

Feb. 10  Jack Shiffman 
Bryan 
Tastad 

Tim Sandell 

Vivienne Hauck 
Seniors’ Housing Options 

(Meeting to be held at 
Luther Tower, 1223 

Temperance St.) 

Harold Haid Jim Blackburn 

Feb. 11 Meals on Wheels Driver – Kent Creelman 

Feb. 12 Meals on Wheels Driver – Driver needed 

Feb. 17  Philip Asea 
Bryan 
Tastad 

Jim Gillis 

Darrell Utley 
46 Years from 

Kindergarten to the 
School Board 

Tim Sandell TBA 

Feb. 18 Meals on Wheels Driver – Driver Needed 

Feb. 19 Meals on Wheels Driver – Driver needed 

Feb. 24  Philip Asea 
Bryan 
Tastad 

Jim Gillis TBA TBA TBA 

Feb. 25 Meals on Wheels Driver – Driver Needed 

Feb. 26 Meals on Wheels Driver – Driver needed 

 

Rotary Exchange Students 
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Program Chairs and Coordinators for upcoming months. 
  
Month  Program Chair  Desk Workers Greeters Sergeants 

 
Feb 09 Bryan Tastad Bill Christensen Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

March 09 Asit Sarkar Bill Christensen Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

April 09 Bill Christensen Lorne Richardson Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 
May 09 Joe Dierker/Boris Kishchuk Norm Woodcock Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

June 09 Khysar Pasha Norm Woodcock Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

 

Rotary, Gates Foundation announce $355 million for polio eradication 
 
New challenge grant helps bridge critical funding gap, inspire other donors in global effort to end crippling childhood disease 
 
SAN DIEGO, Calif., U.S.A. (Jan. 21, 2009) -- Rotary International and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation have announced they will 
contribute a combined $355 million in new funds for polio eradication. 
 
The Gates Foundation is awarding Rotary a $255 million challenge grant, which Rotary will match with $100 million raised by its members and 
supporters over the next three years. As a spearheading partner in the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), Rotary’s chief role is 
fundraising, advocacy and mobilizing volunteers. The announcement came during the Rotary International Assembly, the humanitarian service 
organization’s annual leadership conference. 
 
“Rotarians, government leaders and health professionals have made a phenomenal commitment to get us to a point at which polio afflicts only 
a small number of the world’s children,” said Bill Gates, co-chair of the Gates Foundation. “However, complete elimination of the polio virus is 
difficult and will continue to be difficult for a number of years. Rotary in particular has inspired my own personal commitment to get deeply 
involved in achieving eradication.” 
 
In accepting the Gates challenge, Rotary Foundation Chair Jonathan Majiyagbe said the funding partnership will inspire other polio eradication 
allies, both current and new, to ramp up their support. 
 
“With the support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, we are on the brink of eradicating one of the most feared diseases in the world,” 
Majiyagbe said. “This shared commitment of Rotary and the Gates Foundation should encourage governments and nongovernmental 
organizations to ensure that resources are available to end polio once and for all.” 
 
“This partnership of Rotary and the Gates Foundation offers a historic opportunity to rid the world of a disease that robs children of their 
futures,” said RI President Dong Kurn Lee. “It is a significant boost toward making real our dream of a polio-free world.”  
 
Rotary will spend the grant money in direct support of immunization activities carried out by the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, which is 
spearheaded by Rotary and its partners, the World Health Organization, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and UNICEF. 
Rotary will distribute the funds through grants to WHO and UNICEF. 
 
Polio eradication has been Rotary’s top priority since 1985, and since then Rotary clubs have raised nearly $800 million for the effort. Although 
the initiative has slashed the number of polio cases by 99 percent, the wild poliovirus still persists in four countries: Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, 
and Pakistan, and imported cases from those nations threaten to reinfect countries where the virus has been stopped. The initiative currently 
faces a critical funding shortfall that must be closed if eradication is to be achieved.  
 
This is the second challenge grant Rotary has received from the Gates Foundation for polio eradicatioin. In November 2007, Rotary accepted 
a $100 million challenge grant, which Rotary is matching dollar-for-dollar. The two challenge grants represent a combined total of $555 million 
in polio eradication funds. Rotary’s three-year effort to raise the matching funds for both grants is called Rotary’s $200 Million Challenge. 
Rotary invites the general public to participate by visiting rotary.org/endpolio to learn about polio eradication and contribute to the challenge 
match. 
 
Rotary is an international humanitarian service organization with more than 33,000 clubs in about 200 countries and geographical areas. 
Rotary’s 1.2 million members are men and women who are business, professional and community leaders united by a commitment to make 
the world a better place through volunteer service. 
 

 


