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June 2, 2009 

Editor: Bryan Tastad

 

Call to Order 
President Kim Horan called the meeting to order in the Oak Room.  

David Kaplan led O Canada and Rotary Grace plus a brief sing-a-

long. Kim thanked Betty Ann Arscott and Bill Christensen for 

working at the desk and Kent Creelman for selling Rotary dollars. 

 

Visitors 
Greeter Norm Woodcock welcomed: 

 Visiting Rotarian and guest speaker 

PDG Muhammad Ashraf Baig; 

 Fazal Malik, guest of Ray Bannister; 

 Dan Mills, guest of Walter.  

 

Makeups – Asit Sarkar in Kyoto, 

Japan, from which he presented a 

banner.  

 

Program – PDG Muhammad 

Ashraf Baig – Leadership in Rotary  
Dorothy Hudson introduced PDG Muhammad Ashraf Baig. Born in 

Faisalabad, Pakistan, 

Muhammad graduated from the 

University of Punjab, Lahore. 

He lived in West Germany for 

several years, then returned to 

Pakistan where he established 

an air travel business in 1990. 

His Rotary journey began in 

1987. He served as president of 

his local club in 1997-98, then 

as District Governor for District 

3270 for 2002-03. Muhammad 

visits Saskatoon because his daughter Tayyaba works at the U of S. 

Highlights during his term as DG included donations to The Rotary 

Foundation of $125,000 and chartering of 14 new clubs. Muhammad 

spoke to us about aspects of being a leader in Rotary. Some of his key 

points were: 

 Promote use and understanding of resources such as the Manual of Procedure, 4-Way Test, the 

objects of Rotary, and constitution and by-laws, 3-H Grants, and matching grants. 

http://www.rotarynutana.org/
http://www.rotary5550.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
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 Show enthusiasm and lead by example. 

 Attend district conferences and assemblies. 

 Wear your Rotary pin. 

 Remember that friendship was the foundation upon which Rotary was built. 

 

Muhammad presented us each with a Rotary sticker for our car windows. Kim Horan thanked Muhammad 

for his presentation. 

 

Announcements 

 

 Kim Horan - Dorothy Hudson was honored at the District Conference 

for her personal commitment to World Community Service. 

Congratulations, Dorothy!  

 

 Bill Christensen – Tickets are now available for the President’s Dinner, 

which will be held on the evening of Tuesday, June 30 and will take the 

place of the regular meeting for that day. Tickets are $25 each. 

 

 Garry Schlichemeyer – Our club golf tournament will be held on 

Wednesday, June 17 at Greenbryre, with tee times starting at 1 p.m.  

The maximum of 16 golfers have already signed up, but you can put your name on a spare list or just 

come for the meal.  

 

 Dorothy Hudson – Our club banner ended up in the possession of the Rotary Club of Saskatoon 

Riverside after the District Conference. As many members as possible are asked to attend the Riverside 

meeting on June 10 to help get it back. 

 

 Bob Devrome – The city wide golf tournament will be held on August 12 at Greenbryre. Cost will be 

$60 for golf and meal. 

 

 Harold Chapman – The annual McClure Golden Heart Dinner will be held on June 10. Harold has 

tickets. 

 

 Khysar Pasha – Please sign up for program duties for 2009-2010. The spaces filled so far are shown in 

the table below: 

 
 
Month 

Program Chair Desk Attendance 
Coordinator   

Greeter 
Coordinator 

Sergeant 
Coordinator 

July 09 Khysar Pasha  Bill Sinnett Rick Lee 

Aug 09 Philip Asea  Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

Sept 09   Harold Haid Rick Lee 

Oct 09 Ray Bannister  Stan Garchinski Rick Lee 

Nov 09  Terry Kotyk Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

Dec 09   Norm Woodcock Jack Shiffman 

Jan 2010 Sergey Fedoroff Jim Gillis Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

Feb 2010 Bryan Tastad  Norm Woodcock Bill Sinnett 

March 2010 Keith Downey  Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

April 2010   Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

May 2010 Darren Williams  Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

June 2010 Asit Sarkar  Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 

July 2010 Khysar Pasha  Norm Woodcock Rick Lee 
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Kevin Binaux of France is being hosted by the Rotary Club of Saskatoon 

Meewasin. Kevin’s counselor is Robert Fisher and he currently is staying at the 

home of Phil and Diane Mamchur. He attends Walter Murray Collegiate. 

Lisa Tomschiczek returned to Germany on May 30.  

 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Sergeant Dick Strayer vented his frustration at those who say “Welcome” instead of “Velkommen” when we 

sing the Welcome Song, and at those who don’t help with Meals on Wheels. Happy and sad dollars of note 

came from Bill Christensen (no butter tarts), Norm Woodcock (three weeks in Belgium), Dorothy Hudson 

(WCS award), Ray Bannister (granddaughter now clear of cancer), Darren Williams (10
th

 anniversary), 

Walter Mills (brother at meeting), Jack Kernan (55
th

 anniversary), Helmut Hamp (car accident), Terry Kotyk 

(granddaughter set record in 100 metres and won two other races).    

 

Draws - 50/50 - Pot - $27.50  Winner – Jack Kernan 

 

Program Calendar June 2009                                            Program Chair: Khysar Pasha 

Theme: Rotary Fellowships Month 

 

Rotary Exchange Students 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Date 
Attendance 

Desk 
Greeter 

Rotana 
Editor 

Sgt-at-Arms Speaker/Topic Intro Club Thanks 

June 9 
Don Kelly & 
Jack Kernan 

Dorothy Hudson 
Bryan 
Tastad 

Dick Strayer 
Dave Hold, RBC 
Uncertain Times  

 Boris 
Kishchuk 

Garry 
Schlichemeyer 

June 10 Meals on Wheels Driver – Betty Ann Arscott 

June 11 Meals on Wheels Driver –  Driver Needed 

June 16 TBA Terry Kotyk 
Bryan 
Tastad 

Rick Lee 
Marek Majewski, U of S  

Organic Synthesis 
Khysar Pasha 

Sergey 
Fedoroff or 

Keith Downey 

June 17 
Meals on Wheels Driver –  Kent Creelman 

1 p.m. – Club Golf Tournament at Greenbryre 

June 18 Meals on Wheels Driver –  Driver Needed 

June 23 TBA Harold Haid 
Bryan 
Tastad 

Rick Lee 
Gerry Bonsal, SIAST 

SIAST in Saskatoony 
Khysar Pasha Jim Blackburn 

June 24 Meals on Wheels Driver –  Driver Needed 

June 25 Meals on Wheels Driver –  Driver Needed 

June 30 TBA TBA 
Bryan 
Tastad 

TBA 
Presidentôs Dinner 
evening program at     

Park Town Hotel 
NA NA 
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April 2009 
 
 
From the General Secretary of Rotary International 
 
SUBJECT: ACTIVITY UPDATE FOR THE QUARTER ENDED  

31 March 2009 
 
Dear Fellow Rotarians: 
 
I am pleased to bring you up-to-date on some of the major projects and accomplishments of RI during the third quarter of 2008-09. All divisions in 
RI have their routine tasks, those every day responsibilities that keep the Secretariat running smoothly. To report on all these tasks would 
produce a much lengthier report 
 
Corporate Services  
Corporate Services staff provided support to directors and staff leading up to and at the January Board meeting; they prepared the meeting’s 
advance memorandum document and coordinated its printing and distribution to directors and staff; arranged all Board meeting logistics, 
including daily schedule maintenance, off-site functions, and travel arrangements; managed the follow-through on Board items, which ensures 
that staff address accordingly the intentions of the Board as indicated in the final draft decisions; and prepared the Board meeting minutes.  
 
Human Resources  
 
A cross-functional team of HR and Finance staff looked at various scenarios for changing the cost sharing structure for RI’s health plan to allow 
for different staff contribution amounts depending on the level of health care use. The team also considered increasing staff benefit options that 
will have no cost to RI.  
 

The training department began offering condensed, one-hour professional development courses to meet the needs of our busy staff. Training 
staff received the "Champion of Learning" recognition by the American Society for Training and Development. 
 
Legal Services( 
Council Services received approximately 350 items of proposed legislation for the 2010 Council on Legislation and prepared these items for 
review by the Constitution and Bylaws Committee at their March meeting. Staff sent letters to all proposers informing them of the committee’s 
determination of each proposed legislation’s status (i.e. regular, defective, or not duly proposed). 
 
To date, licensees have submitted royalties to RI of US$359,604. RI currently has a total of 348 official licensees in 37 countries. RI has added 
several new licensees in the United States since the end of 2008. Licensing staff worked with the royalty inspection team at Deloitte and 
Touche on audits in Taiwan and Germany. Also, staff worked on obtaining a trademark registration of the name INTERACT in the European 
Union. 
 
Auditing Services  
Auditing staff were busy working on several internal audits this quarter and began preparations for the FY 2009 cycle of financial audit 
statements, and the internal audit plan for FY 2010. A risk assessment survey was sent to selected Rotary leaders and staff managers in 
preparation for the internal audit. 
 
Strategic Planning  
Staff closely monitored the progress of the RI Strategic Plan and the TRF Future Vision Plan, continually looking for areas of improvement, 
and discussed with RI senior leaders their role and responsibilities in advancing the plan. We continue to develop details to both plans. Staff 
prepared a survey for Rotarians to provide feedback on the Strategic Plan as mandated by the RI Bylaws. The survey will begin in 
July. Staff also worked on developing breakout sessions on long-range planning at the Birmingham convention. Finally, the secretariat’s 
strategic plan was reviewed to refine the primary goals and strategies for 2009-10.  
 
Presidential Services  
The President’s Office completed the committee and resource group invitation process, which includes the very detail-oriented and time-
consuming tasks of creating and proofreading the approximate 480 listings for the Official Directory. Staff supported the president’s project to 
contact all current governors by telephone to discuss membership data and to provide motivation for the remainder of the year. A total of 318 
successful contacts were made and included the president, those directors and RRIMCs from the given area, and up to ten governors. 
 
RITS  
The third quarter of the Rotary year is always RITS’s heaviest booking season, due to approximately 2,800 international airline tickets for GSE 
teams. RITS also began arranging travel for president’s representatives to the remaining district conferences and for staff and volunteers 
going to the Birmingham convention. RITS saws lower transaction fees and lower airfares this quarter due to the weakness in overall 
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worldwide travel demand. RI signed a new three year travel services agreement with American Express. Beginning 1 July, RITS will begin 
charging a service fee for all Rotary-funded reservations that contain personal travel. The fee will be US$15 on domestic reservations and 
US$35 on all international reservations. RITS affiliate offices will charge comparable fees in their  local currency. 
 
Affinity Credit Card  
RI signed an agreement with the Intercontinental Bank of Nigeria to begin a new RI credit card program in that country. Discussions were held with 
French banking group SOFEMO, the issuer of the Rotary credit card in France, to finalize some details with this card program, which will be the 
first Visa branded RI credit card. We anticipate this card program will launch in September or October. Despite continued weakness in economic 
activity, RI card programs continue to perform well and our card-issuing partners report the performance of the RI card portfolio remains among 
the best of their groups.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Information Services  
Staff continued to focus on four priorities set in the first quarter of the year:  
 To increase service capacity of the Secretariat (replacement of old systems) 
 To prepare for the transfer of wealth (i.e. endowment tracking system) 
 To maintain institutional credibility (data privacy and data security) 
 To support the Future Vision Pilot 
In support of the first priority, IS staff continued the work of transferring all Rotarian, club, and district information to the new application, 
netForum. To allow for complete testing and validation of this system, the project completion date needed to be pushed back to May 26th. The 
second phase of the project includes enabling more functionality in netForum related to committee management functions, spouses, and club-
sponsored organizations. Development is underway for the Endowment tracking project, with preliminary functionality scheduled for 
completion by the end of the fourth quarter. Operationally, IS began replacing the existing phone system at the Secretariat, which will result in 
annual savings of US$60,000.  
 
COMMUNICATION SERVICES 
 
Communications  
Communications staff provided support for the 2009 International Assembly, including daily Web site coverage of events, on-site photography, 
and sales of publications, videos, and other resources. The cross-divisional marketing team produced a number of ads to promote RI-
produced resources; there was a 27 percent sales increase over this time last year. 
 
“The Amazing Stories of Polio,” a non-fiction, graphic article published in The Rotarian, drew such a positive response that it has now become 
a stand-alone publication. A new interview section called The Rotarian Conversation was launched with exclusive interview subjects Jane 
Goodall and Desmond Tutu (Bill Gates coming in May). 
  
Web site traffic to "Front page" news continues to climb, and 95 percent of news stories are now translated and reaching new audiences. RI’s 
social networking groups on Linked In, Facebook, and Twitter have seen increases. Facebook membership crossed the 20,000 mark. Cross-
promoting our communications on multiple networks allows us to reach audiences wherever they may spend their online time –local sites, 
social networks, or Rotary's Web site. The story on the Gates US$200 Million Challenge drew an enormous response, with 22,912 Web visits 
the day of the announcement.  
 
Broadcast Media staff worked on several video pieces, including: This is Rotary, a community access DVD; four Birmingham convention 
videos; RVM featuring segments on Mongolia Green, a John Kenny profile, and women in Rotary; Building Peace (Peace is Possible II), 
videos for Rotary Basics Online, a Web-based version of the print publication; a RYLA video featuring RYLAs in Austria and Toronto; and a 
four-minute Web video to promote the Rotary Alumni Celebration at the Birmingham convention. 
 
The Communications Services Division has taken over the design and production of the Official Directory, which we anticipate will result in 
approximately a $15,000 annual savings.  
 
Public Relations  
To raise awareness of Rotary’s commitment to eradicate polio, and in connection with RI’s 104th birthday, the following iconic landmarks were 
illuminated with the “End Polio Now” logo: British Houses of Parliament, the Roman Coliseum, the Sydney Opera House, Cape Town’s Table 
Mountain, three historic castles and two government buildings in Scotland. Full-page advertorials highlighting polio eradication and the Rotary 
Centers were run in the International Herald-Tribune and Wall Street Journal Asia, along with a full-page display ad in the New York Times, 
and a public service announcement on WSJ.com (Wall Street Journal). 
 
PR staff coordinated the January joint announcement of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation’s $255 million challenge grant by working with 
the Gates Foundation, the UK and German Governments, and the World Health Organization. Staff also began an integrated media outreach 
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strategy, which resulted in more than 300 news stories worldwide, including in The New York Times, The Chicago Tribune, The Washington 
Post, CNN International, BBC, The International Herald Tribune. 
 
Other press coverage on RI appeared in Europe on Europe 1 (France) – a story on Rotary and polio eradication in India; on the Greek News 
Agency – on a Greek NID Trip to India; in North America on CNN.com Live and the Atlanta Journal-Constitution – a Dolly Parton interview on 
the new RI-Dollywood Foundation early reading program collaboration; in Asia in The Finance, The Finance Daily Newspaper, The Regional 
Times, and The News International (Pakistan) – coverage of Rotary ShelterBox deployment to earthquake victims in Pakistan; The Straits 
Times, The Business Times, (Singapore) – coverage of President Lee’s presentation of Rotary to Minister Mentor Lee Kuan; The Chosun 
Daily (Korea) – coverage of Korean Rotary members volunteering in India during polio NID; in Latin America in the Cay Compass (Cayman 
Islands) – coverage of Cayman Island Rotary members returning from an NID in India; in Sobregustos Buenos Aires (Argentina) – covered 
Rotary/USAID water alliance announcement. 
 
PR staff Coordinated and supported RI representatives and delegates at key international meetings, including UNICEF's Global Immunization 
Meeting, the Donor Immunization Meeting, OAS South American Sub-Regional Forum on Civil Society Organizations, UN Special Event on 
Philanthropy and Global Health Agenda, UN Environment Programme Governing Council, UN Commission on Status of Women 53rd Session, 
and RI/USAID Collaboration launch at World Water Forum. Staff also promoted Rotary's humanitarian projects to the Carnegie Council Public 
Affairs Program with Jeffrey Sachs and in a UN report on rural development projects.  
 
MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 
 
RI Programs  
There were 54 new Interact clubs (11,920 total), 105 new Rotaract clubs (7,577 total), and 29 new Rotary Community Corps (6,618 total) 
chartered this quarter. RI Registered 80 new World Community Service projects and 18 new model project descriptions on ProjectLINK, with 
US$14,134 contributed to projects this quarter. There were also 80 Rotary Volunteers registered. Staff developed a new promotional 
bookmark for ProjectLINK and the Rotary Volunteers database, which was distributed at the International Assembly. There were 202 Four 
Avenues of Service Citations awarded this quarter. 
 
To announce RI’s new cooperative relationship with the Dollywood Foundation’s Imagination Library, staff sent messages from President Lee 
and Dolly Parton to all district Literacy Resource Group coordinators in the US, Canada, and the UK. Staff noted that readership in programs-
related e-newsletters (subscribed to from the RI Web site) increased significantly this quarter, a sign that Rotarians are becoming increasingly 
more proactive in acquiring RI information. Staff conducted district Youth Exchange evaluations in Sydney, Australia, and Seattle, Washington, 
USA. 
 
Club and District Support  
RI admitted 196 new Rotary clubs this quarter (a 27.5% increase over this time last year). Staff processed 91 executive decisions and sent 
numerous responses to Rotarian inquiries on behalf of the president and the general secretary. Staff finalized the 2009-10 Presidential 
Message letters. Additionally, staff began the triennial review process for nine multidistrict administrative groups. 
 
In a cost-cutting step, CDS staff attended only half the PETS originally budgeted for and made adjustments to the mailing schedule to district 
governors-elect. 
 
 
Leadership Education and Training  
The Leadership Education and Training division finalized preparations and provided support for the 2009 Training Leaders’ Seminar and the 
International Assembly, including the spouses training program. Staff processed over 3,000 governor-elect evaluations and over 500 spouses 
program evaluations. Ninety-one percent of governors-elect agreed that the assembly adequately prepared them for their year as governor.  

 
RI continued progress on several exciting e-learning initiatives. The monthly online case studies segment, “Your Voice, Your Solution” has 
proved to be a successful way to encourage Rotarians to network with each other. Responses to “Your Voice, Your Solution” will be featured 
as Rotarian best practices in the online Rotary E-Learning Center in July 2009. Staff began work on three e-learning modules designed to 
collect ideas from Rotarians for club projects and for urging Rotarians to use Member Access to pay Semi-Annual Reports. A new monthly 
video series (Rotary Minute) is also under development. 
 
Staff supported the training efforts for The Rotary Foundation’s Future Vision Plan. Seven supplements were drafted this quarter and four e-
learning modules are in development. Staff also worked on plans for the Future Vision training event with Chair-elect Estess and event 
Moderator Ron Burton.  
 
In addition to revising several RI publications, a new publication, the Club Treasurerôs Manual is now included in the Club Officersô Kit and will 
be distributed for the first time in 2009-10. Also, a new Strategic Planning Guide was developed to help clubs and districts undergo a strategic 
planning exercise.  
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Membership Development  
On 31 March 2009 membership numbers were: 1,221,585 Rotarians and 33,326 clubs. 

Staff worked with the RI Membership Development and Retention Committee to review and recommend revisions to the RI membership 
strategy for presentation to the Board at its June meeting. Membership staff were very busy in preparing for and supporting the regional 
Rotary International membership coordinator training in February, which received very positive evaluations from the participants. Staff worked 
with President Lee in developing a plan to call all district governors to discuss the status of their membership goals. Calls were conducted over 
a five-day period, with approximately 50% of the district governors reached.  
 
International Meetings  
RI signed a contract with the Manchester Grand Hyatt San Diego Hotel to be the International Assembly venue in 2012-2017. Meetings staff 
analyzed bids for the 2013 and 2016 Councils on Legislation, and chose four finalists for later inspection. Staff also conducted site visits of the 
three finalists for the 2015 Convention (Houston, TX; Phoenix, AZ; Sao Paulo, Brazil), for recommendation to the Board at its June meeting. 
To begin the bidding process for the 2017 convention, staff sent requests-for-proposals to Toronto, Edmonton, and Vancouver, Canada, 
Detroit, USA/Windsor, CAN; Cleveland, Ohio, USA; and Atlanta, Georgia, USA. 
 
International Offices  
In February, representatives from all RI international offices attended Club and District Support training in Evanston. In March, Foundation 
staff from all international offices supported the regional Rotary Foundation coordinator seminar and participated in two days of training in 
Evanston. 
 
The Korea office reported that the devaluation of the Korean won against the US dollar has created significant concern with the payment of 
dues and TRF contributions among Korean Rotarians, and has posed a great challenge in encouraging registration for the Birmingham 
convention.  
 
The Brazil office worked with Treasury staff to modify local RI banking practices in an attempt to allow some RI funds to be transferred out of 
the country without financial penalty. Currently, RI receives more payments in Brazil than it is able to expend. It is cost-prohibitive to transfer 
excess funds to other areas of need.  
 
Following an application to Argentina’s tax authorities by the Southern South America office, the Argentine government will now allow 
individuals and companies to receive tax deductions for contributions to TRF.  
 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 
Financial Services Financial Services staff saw increased activity this quarter in responding to Rotarian questions on RI/TRF investment 
returns and program viability.  

 


