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October 20, 2009 

Editor: Bryan Tastad 

 

Call to Order 
President Dorothy called the meeting to order, followed by 

the piano rendition of O Canada and Rotary Grace by 

David Kaplan.  President Dorothy thanked Betty Ann 

Arscott and Kenn George for working at the desk and Kent 

Creelman for selling Rotary Dollars. 

 
Visitors 

Stan Garchinski introduced our visitors: 

 guest speaker Anne Simpson; 

 Rotary Youth Exchange Student César Janssens of 

Belgium.    

 

Make ups –Terry Kotyk, Dick Strayer 

 

Program – Anne Simpson – Writer in 

Residence 
Ray Bannister introduced 

Anne Simpson, writer-in-

residence at the Saskatoon 

Public Library. Anne hails 

from Antigonish, Nova 

Scotia. She began her nine-

month term on September 1, 

2009. Her publications 

include poetry, novels, and 

essays.  A graduate of Queen's 

University, Simpson also 

studied at the Ontario College of Art and Design. Like our 

own Dorothy Hudson, she is an avid volunteer, serving 

with Frontiers Foundation, the Yukon Association of Non-

Status Indians, a L'Arche community for the 

developmentally handicapped in Trosly-Breuil, France, and 

with CUSO in Nigeria.  More recently, she has held 

positions at the University of New Brunswick, Dalhousie 

University, and  Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library.  As well, she has been a faculty member at 

the Banff Centre, and St. Francis Xavier University. Anne described her experience in ghost 

writing the memoirs of singer Rita MacNeil, which gave her many useful insights into the need 

to tell our stories. Ed Pek thanked Anne on behalf of the club. 

http://www.rotarynutana.org/
http://www.rotary5550.org/
http://www.rotary.org/
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Rotary Youth Exchange Student  
President Dorothy introduced César Janssens of Belgium, one of 

two Rotary Youth Exchange students now being hosted by the five 

Saskatoon clubs. César, 17, is staying at the home of John Benesh 

and is a student at St. Joseph’s High School. He has enjoyed being 

on the school football team and is an accomplished saxophone 

player. Back home, his parents are both teachers and he has three 

sisters. César looks forward to snowboarding travelling in Canada 

and getting to know Saskatoon Rotarians, so please invite him on an 

outing, or just to meet the family. César presented a banner from his 

sponsoring club – Charleroi Ouest. 

 

Announcements 
 Dorothy Hudson – The price for our meal will increase, effective November 1. 

 Dorothy Hudson – The club extends its condolences to the family of Bev and the late Ed 

Somerville on the death of their son Shaun. Ed was a past president and long time member of 

Nutana Rotary.  

 Bob MacGillivray – A reminder that our regular Tuesday luncheon on November 10 will be 

cancelled so that we can attend an evening program of wildlife photography. This will be a 

great show so you may want to bring family and friends. Purchase tickets from Bob. 

 Lorne Braithwaite – Our club will be staffing the Salvation Army Christmas Kettles on 

November 21, December 4 and December 11. Lorne distributed a signup sheet. 

 Eileen Harvey – Eileen has cards that you can use to invite a prospective member for a 

complimentary lunch. 

Sergeant at Arms  
Bill Christensen asked some really hard questions and fined us when we didn’t know the 

answers. Happy and sad dollars included Garry Schlichemeyer whose daughter is getting 

married; Kenn George for a family visit; Lorne Braithwaite for his new car (you can ask Stan 

Garchinski if you want to know what kind it is); and Jack Scott, Jim Blackburn, Keith Downey, 

and Dick Strayer for travel to various parts of the world. Jack Kernan brought greetings from 

Margaret Crowle, whom he visited on Vancouver Island. 

 

Draws – Anne Simpson drew her own ticket and donated the pot of $31 to the Shelterbox 

program. 

 

Program Calendar  October 2009                              Theme: Vocational Service    

Program Chair: Ray Bannister 

 

 

Date 
Attendance 

Desk 
Greeter 

Rotana 
Editor 

Sgt-at-Arms Speaker/Topic Intro Club Thanks 

October 27 
Mario Gould/ 
Jack Kernan 

Stan 
Garchinski 

Bill 
Christensen 

TBA 
Klaus Gruber  

Immigration to Canada 
Ray Bannister Ed Pek 

October 28 Meals on Wheels Driver –  Jim McCartan 

October 29 Meals on Wheels Driver –  Betty Ann Arscott 



 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Supplies Needed for Benin 
 
Friends, 
I need your HELP.  I am leaving on November 1 for Benin, West Africa to attend the 5th Annual Rotary 
West Africa Project Fair.  While in Benin I have the opportunity to spend a day doing Polio 
Immunizations to children under 5 (the eradication of polio in the world was a Rotary initiative started in 
1985), visit projects completed by Rotary clubs in the Cotonou area and attend the Project Fair to 
determine which projects Rotarians in Saskatoon may be interested in funding.  I was just notified today 
that our host Rotarians would really appreciate gifts of school supplies.  A little from each of you will 
make a difference to hundreds of children.  The request is as below: 
 
This afternoon, we received a note from the Rotarians leaders in Benin telling us things we could bring 
that would be useful for them to distribute.   Primarily, they desire school supplies items for younger 
children:  pencils, ball point pens, pencils, markers, coloring pens, coloring books, erasers, pads of paper, 
stickers, etc.  Although this may seem remarkably simple, they are greatly needed.  The schools, 
particularly elementary schools, are poorly stocked.  A few years ago Rotarians brought pencils to a 
school in Nigeria.  They were proud to see them distributed; then, amazed to see that the children had to 
share only ONE piece of paper.  Their needs are simple. 
 
Many of you I will see next week (at curling, at Rotary, at President’s Council), please bring any items 
then.  Otherwise, if you have items to donate, email or call me and I will personally pick them up.  Upon 
my return I will provide a report of what I saw, and how your donation has perhaps changed the life of a 
child. 
 
Thank you in advance. 

 
 
 
Brenda Banbury 
President,  RC of Saskatoon North 
(306)384-4977 
 

   

Lara Prado 

Brazil 

César Janssens 

Belgium 

Now at the home 

of John Benesh 
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World Polio Day October 24  

Rotary nears halfway mark in $200 million campaign, as new polio 
vaccine is approved for countries still battling the disease  

   

(Evanston, Ill., USA:  24 October 2009) - Rotary International is celebrating a major 

milestone reached in its global fundraising campaign to eradicate polio - nearly 

US$100 million raised toward its US$200 million challenge.     

  

As part of a US$355 million challenge grant awarded to Rotary by the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation, Rotary clubs worldwide are aiming to raise a total of US$200 

million by 2012. The funding will provide critical support to polio eradication 

activities, including the distribution of a new, more effective bivalent polio vaccine 

that was recently approved for use in the coming months, for countries still battling the disease in parts of 

Africa and South Asia.   

  

Since 1985, eradicating polio worldwide has been Rotary's top philanthropic goal.  In addition to the funds 

announced today, Rotary has contributed more than $800 million and countless volunteer hours to the 

protection of more than two billion children in 122 countries.    The disease remains endemic in just four 

countries -- Afghanistan, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan -- although other countries remain at risk for 

imported cases. 

   

A highly infectious disease, polio causes paralysis and is sometimes fatal.  As there is no cure, the best 

protection is prevention. For as little as US 60 cents worth of vaccine, a child can be protected against 

this crippling disease for life.  After an international investment of more than US$6.22 billion, and the 

successful engagement of over 200 countries and 20 million volunteers, polio could be the first disease of 

the 21st century to be eradicated. 

  

The Global Polio Eradication Initiative is spearheaded by the World Health Organization, Rotary 

International, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the United Nations 

Children's Fund (UNICEF).  It includes the support of governments and private sector donors. 

  

Rotary is an organization of business and professional leaders united worldwide to provide humanitarian 

service and help to build goodwill and peace in the world. It is comprised of 1.2 million members working 

in more than 33,000 clubs in 200 countries and geographic regions.  

  

Rotary invites the public to support the polio eradication initiative by visiting rotary.org/endpolio. Cell 

phone users can donate $5 by texting the word "polio" to 90999.  

                                                                                          

For further information visit, www.rotary.org/endpolio or www.polioeradication.org. 

 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773501881&s=8440&e=001vC-Eb20sTM3FL_B35gCop9yjeVfY-aGoD7zRINVUdlVAkcAcdQ8coIEz-dL6L_-xDl_MaQqKTFQSMgOcae37_jrnoB-REnYeueSu9_lOwQnAqxJpJATcQzj862_Pu-D_
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773501881&s=8440&e=001vC-Eb20sTM3FL_B35gCop9yjeVfY-aGoD7zRINVUdlVAkcAcdQ8coIEz-dL6L_-xDl_MaQqKTFQSMgOcae37_jrnoB-REnYeueSu9_lOwQnAqxJpJATcQzj862_Pu-D_
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102773501881&s=8440&e=001vC-Eb20sTM2hEeIwK9hiQ2lz4gZpi-xgwJfRlzGtJqufbxSHqKEhQinRKTXv3iA8ZF7Y3rB2N6DrWpmL2iQS8pCjT_nYGKOfoetCovRZpquSZvpuwcaT2yHT8vjuSqBz

