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November 17, 2009 

Editor: Jack Scott 

 

Call to Order 
Dr. David accompanied the group in the singing of O 

Canada and Rotary grace.  He then went on to play a very 

nice melody this editor didn’t know the words to but there 

were many in the group singing along, so I must be much 

younger than I look. President Dorothy thanked Harold 

Haid and Terry Kotyk for working the desk, Bill 

Christensen for being the greeter and Kent Creelman for 

selling Rotary dollars. 

 

Guests 
Bill Christensen introduced the guests of the day: 

 Visiting Rotarian Stephen Bell from the Regina 

Eastview Rotary club; 

 Blair Lukan, guest of Stan Garchinski; 

 Bill Johnson from Potash Corp, our guest speaker of 

the day. 

 

Make ups - President Dorothy, Ed Pek, Eileen Harvey, 

Stan Garchinski, Philip Asea and Bryan Tastad (PR 

Committee meeting). 

 

Program – Bill Johnson – Potash Corp 

 
Ed Pek introduced 

Bill Johnson, a 

graduate of the U of 

S and the University 

of Calgary, where he 

achieved his MBA.  

Amongst other things 

he is the vice chair of 

the RUH Foundation, 

a director of the 

Saskatoon Rotary club (Ed put it a different way), is 

married to Karen with two daughters, and has been with Potash Corp for four years as the 

Director of Public Affairs. 

 

In telling us about Potash Corp he indicated that they have been a public corporation for 20 years 
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and were capitalized with 33 million shares at $16.00 per share (get your calculator out).  The 

current worth is $40 billion.  They are the largest potash company in the world and the 3
rd

 largest 

producer of phosphate and nitrate, with 4,000 employees outside the province of Saskatchewan. 

 

Bill indicated that projections of world population to 2020 was expected to be 8 billion people, 

up from 4 billion in 1970.  He indicated that potash consumption worldwide has decreased 

dramatically in the last year.  He compared the consumption of fertilizer to credit in that you can 

only live on credit for so long before it runs out. Crop yields have generally declined except for 

certain pockets of the world and fertilizer prices normally track commodity prices. 

 

There was lots of growth in the bringing on of new potash mines up to the 1970s but has not 

happened much since, resulting in the demand exceeding the supply since 2000.  This resulted in 

high prices for potash.  Potash Corp is planning to increase capacity through 2014 which will 

result in a $7 billion dollar investment, or $4 to $5 million per day for the next five years.  Once 

the new facilities are on stream they will create 14,500 new jobs and contribute $3.8 billion to 

Saskatchewan’s GDP.  The province currently realizes 9.9% of their revenue from PCS as the 

highest taxed potash jurisdiction in the world. Keith Downey thanked Bill for his presentation. 

. 

Announcements 

 Dorothy Hudson - announced that the District Governor’s newsletter is out and available on 

line through the district website.   

 

 Dorothy Hudson - She also announced that Joe Dierker had delivered the Placencia brief 

and she read a thank you letter thanking Nutana Rotary for its financial assistance.   

 

 Ed Pek - announced that a Paul Harris evening is being planned for the 16
th

 or 23
rd

 of 

February where Premier Brad Wall will be in attendance. 

 

 Lorne Braithwaite updated those who will be looking after Salvation Army Christmas 

kettles: 

 

Saturday, November 21 at Market Mall Safeway 

10:30-11:30 Herb Dow 

11:30-12:30  Harold Haid 

12:30-1:30  Norm Woodcock 

1:30-2:30  Terry Kotyk 

2:30-3:30  Keith Downey 

3:30-4:30  Garry Schlichemeyer 

4:30-5:30  Jack Kernan 

 

 Bill Sinnett has Coop and Safeway gift cards. 

 

 Bryan Tastad - President Dorothy asked Bryan to say a few words about a possible program 

for the Peace Plaza which involves the purchase of bricks in the name of past and future 

Nobel Peace prize winners. A brick dedication ceremony may possibly be tied in with a 

speaker on Peace. 

 

 Joe Dierker – A Paul Harris Society has been created for District 5550. An application form 

and further information are attached to this newsletter.  
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 Harold Chapman – Please note that the email address for Harold in the roster is incorrect. 

His real address is haroldchapman@sasktel.net 

 

Sergeant at Arms  
Sergeant Rick Lee assessed a levy on Kim Horan for insulting the sergeant, Eileen Harvey for 

her trip to Italy, he read a story from Harold Haid that had something to do with a Chevy and 

Stan ended up paying some $$.  Bill Christensen paid some happy $ for his new car purchased 

from Stan who probably paid more happy $ as well.  Bryan Harvey paid some happy $ for his 

election to the hall of fame of the Wilson centre for Entrepreneurship, for one of his crop 

varieties; he also paid some sad $ for the Huskies loss and the loss of Norman Borlaug a Nobel 

Peace Prize winner who passed away recently. John Montgomery paid some happy $ because of 

Bill’s presentation and good news that Potash Corp is ready to roll.  Bryan Tastad had some 

happy $ for those who commented on his moustache while he was participating in Movember in 

support of Prostate Cancer research. Bill Sinnett reminded all that he has Safeway gift cards 

available for sale.  Boris Kishchuk contributed happy $ for his at long last trip to very close to 

the Arctic Circle to witness the Caribou migration.  Stan Garchinski contributed some happy $ 

because a car he had brought in for a customer had been stolen and they were able to locate it 

through the On Star technology.  He then offered the group the opportunity to buy a slightly used 

new car, but he didn’t mention the price and was unable to comment on the present condition of 

the vehicle.  Ed Pek contributed happy $ for the positive message delivered by Bill Johnson. 

 

Draw – Lorne Braithwaite presented Ed Larkai with his winnings from the 50/50 draw in 

weeks past and awarded none other than Harold “yahoo” Haid with the $ 26.00 from this week’s 

draw. 

 

Program Calendar  November 2009                             Program Chair: Ed Pek 

Theme: The Rotary Foundation    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date 
Attendance 

Desk 
Greeter 

Rotana 
Editor 

Sgt-at-Arms Speaker/Topic Intro Club Thanks 

Nov 24 
Jim McCartan/ 

Jack Scott 
Steve Pek 

Norm 
Woodcock 

Asit Sarkar 
Al Richards 
Areva 

Steve Pek Joe Dierker 

Nov 25 Meals on Wheels Driver –   Betty Ann Arscott 

Nov 26 Meals on Wheels Driver –  Joe Dierker 

Lara Prado 

Brazil  
Now at the home 

of Wayne Janzen 

César Janssens 

Belgium 

Now at the home 

of John Benesh 

mailto:haroldchapman@sasktel.net
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE                                                            

PAUL HARRIS SOCIETY OF DISTRICT 5550 

In consideration of my interest in the Paul Harris Society of District 5550 and in 

consideration of our Rotary Foundation’s promise to use this gift to support the Annual 

Programs Fund, I would like to be awarded Membership in the Paul Harris Society of District 

5550 .  I pledge to donate US$1,000 or more to the Rotary Foundation before June 30 each 

and every subsequent year by using TRF Direct, cheque or credit card.  As well, I agree not 

to wear the PHS designation if I miss an annual payment.  Please check the appropriate item 

below as well. 

 Enclosed is my initial gift of US$2,000.00 designated for the Annual Programs Fund ï Share 

program.   
 I have already contributed US$1,000.00 or more since July 1, 2008 to the Annual Programs Fund ï 

Share program.  

 
I want this to be credited as my initial Paul Harris Society gift.  

 

Signature: __________________________________Date: ___________________ 
 
    All gifts also count towards Paul Harris Fellow Recognition and Major Donor Recognition. Only 
new contributions count towards Paul Harris Society membership. Transfer of recognition points 
do not count. 
 
 

Please complete the following information and return with your gift.  Please give all 

completed documents to your club Foundation representative.  Tax receipts will be issued by 
TRF-Canada. 

 
 Check enclosed.   Please make payable to ñRotary Foundation- Canadaò.  Do Not Send Cash. 

 TRF Canada Direct completed application form 

 
Signature: ___________________________________________   Amount: $_________.___ 

 
Please credit this gift as follows: (please print) 

 

Name_____________________________________________________________  
 

RotaryID No.    ________________   If you donôt know your number we will add it. 
 

Street_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City / Prov_____________________________________________________PostalCode ______________ 

 
Daytime Phone (_____)- _________   Fax (_____)- _________  E-mail____________________________ 

 
Rotary Club of _____________________________________  District 5550 
 

DISTRICT INFORMATION 

 
Paul Harris Society Number Assigned _______________ 
Monies received ________   PHS presented _______  Foundation Recognition presented _____  


